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International symposium on membrane
biology from Dec 3

National Agri-Food Biotechnology Institute (NABI), along with its co-partners Institute of Nano
Science and Technology (INST), Punjab State Council of Science and Technology (PSCST) and
Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER) are organising a three-day
Hargobind Khorana Memorial International Symposium on ‘Genes, Genomes and Membrane
Biology’ from December 3 to 5 on the NABI campus in Sector 81, Mohali.

The symposium is being organised in association with Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT) and Colorado State University, USA.

The symposium is dedicated to late Prof Hargobind Khorana, who won the Nobel Prize in
Physiology or Medicine in 1968 for his pioneering work on the interpretation of the genetic code
and its function in protein synthesis.

Over 30 foreign scientists across the world are going to participate and deliver scientific lectures
in the symposium, which is expected to see a participation of more than 300 scientists and
researchers of the country.

Dr TR Sharma, Director-NABI, said: “The symposium of such a magnitude is the first-of-its-
kind in the tricity. It will provide a platform for young students and scientists to interact with
distinguished scientists from all across the globe.”— TNS
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International symposium on
membrane biology from Dec 3

MOHALI, NOVEMBER 29

National Agri-Food Biotech-
nology Institute (NABI),
along with its co-partners
Institute of Nano Science
and Technology (INST),
Punjab State Coundil of Sci-
ence and Technology (PSC-
8T) and Indian Institute of
Science Education and
Research (IISER) are organ-
ising a three-day Hargobind
Khorana Memeorial Interna-
tional Symposium on
‘Genes, Genomes and Mem-
brane Biology’ from Decem-

ber 3 to 5 on the NABI cam-
pus in Sector 81, Mohali.
The symposium is being
organised in association with
Massachusetts Institute of

Technology (MIT) and Col--

orado State University, USA.
The symposium is dedicat-
ed to late Prof Hargobind
Khorana, who won the Nobel
Prize in Physiclogy or Medi-
cine in 1968 for his pioneering
work on the interpretation of
the genetic code and its func-
tion in protein synthesis.
Over 30 foreign scientists

across the world are going to
participate and deliver scien-
tific lectures in the sympo-
sium, which is expected to
see a participation of more
than 300 scientists and
researchers of the country.
Dr TR Sharma, Director-
NABI, said: “The symposium
of such a magnitude is the
first-of-its-kind in the tricity.
It will provide a platform for
young students and scien-
tists to interact with distin-
guished scientists from all
across the globe.”— TNS



REMEMBERING PROF HAR GOBIND KHORANA
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A sympasium in the memory of Prof Har Gobind Khorana under way at National Agri-food
Biotechnology Institute in Mohali on Sunday. TRIBUNE FHOTO: VICKY GHARU
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MOHALI, DECEMBER 3
Athreeday symposiumin the
memory of Prof Har Gobind
Khorana kicked off at Nation-
al AgriFood Biotechnology
Institute (NABI) in Sector 81,
here today.

The event is organised by
the NABI, along with the Pun-
jab State Council for Sceience
and Technology, the Institute
of Nano Science and Technol-

ogy, the Indian Institute of

Science Research and Educa-
tion and NABI's USA collabo-
rators — Uttam L RayB-
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handaryand Rajinder S Ranu:

from the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology and Col-
orado  State  University,
respectively. The event began
with awelcome addressby Dr
TR Sharma, Executive Direc-
tor ofthe NABL

Organisers said around 300
yvoung researchers and estab-
lished scientists from across
the countrywere participating
in the symposium which
would have five scientific ses-
sions dealing with cancer biol-
ogy, signaltransduction, mem-
brane binlogy: gene
expression, nucleic acids biol-

ogy, newer features of genetic
code, atomic resolution cryo-
electron microscopy, glveobi
dogy, biotechnology and a ses-
sim  on  plant  disease
resistance and plant biology.
“A special session will cover
the reminiscences of Prof
Khorana by his close assock
ates,” said the organizers.
“Our speakers are trom dit-
ferent countries, including the
USA, Canada, Japan, South
Korea, China and Belgium.
Indian researchers who were
assoriated with the Khorana
Iab will be attending the sym-
posiwm,” sald an organiser.
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Triple-negative breast

Dr Jong Myoung Kim from
Pukyong National University,
South Korea, in Mohali.
TRIBUNE PHOTO: VICKY GHARU
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MOHALI, DECEMBER 4

Prof Marsha Rosner from
the University of Chicago,
who was the second gradu-
ate student of Prof Har Gob-
ind Khorana, discussed her
path-breaking work on
triple-negative breast can-
cer {TNBC) on the second
day of international sympo-
sium on 'Genes, Genomes
and Membrane Biology' at
National Agri-Food Biotech-
nology Institute (NABID
Auditorium in Sector 81,

cancer discussed

Mohali, here today.

The event, which is being
held in the memory of
MNobel Laureate Prof Har
Gobind Khorana, wit-
nessed special session on
cell signaling and gene reg-
ulation in a bid to tackle
and find advanced reme-
dies for cancer, diabetes,
dengue and other neuro-
degenerative diseases.

Earlier, in her presenta-
tion, Prof Rosner cited the
heterogeneity of tumor cells
as one of the prime chal-
lenge and reason behind the
inefficacy of single drug
therapy. Prof Rosner also
demonstrated her work on a
diabetes drug, Metformin, to
efficiently cure cancers by
tweaking the micro-environ-
ment of the tumors, espe-
clally metabolism.

Later, Prof P Radhakrishnan
from Georgetown University,
US, underlined the challenges
and recent advancement In
developing vaccine against
mosguito-borne dengue virus
with attenuating the RNA
replication cycle.
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Scientists discuss need
for research programmes

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MOHALI, DECEMBER 5
Scientists from India and the
USA discussed promoting
research  exchange pro-
grammes, especially iIn
biotechnology and genomics,
for the undergraduate, post-
graduate and PhD students
during an international sym-
posium, being held at Nation-
al Agri-Fbod Biotechnology
Institute (NABI), Mohali.
The
Biotechnology (DBT), India,
and the Indo-US Science
and Technology Forum
(IUSSTF) have partnered to
support the prestigious pro-
gramme for students and
research scholars. The pro-
gramme was held in the
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Department  of

Prof Assem Z Ansari, a scientist
atthe University of Wisconsin-
Madison, USA, speaksduringa
symposium at NABI, Mohali, on
Tuesday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

memory of Nobel laureate
Prof Har Gobind Khorana.
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Prof Assem Z Ansar, a
renowned scientist on syn-
thetic genome at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison,
USA, and coordinator of sev-
eral India-USA joint Khorana
initiatives, said, *“This year is
important since it marks 50
years of Khorana wining the
Nobel Prize”.

He emphasised that these
programmes were aimed at
finding new "Khoranas" in the
land of Khorana, which will be

the real tribute to the late

Nobel laureate. The pro-
gramme will provide opportu-
nities to Indian students to
undertake research at the
University of Wisconsin-Madi
son {UW)and 25 partner uni-
versities across the USA next
vear {or a period of 10weeks.
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